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Information Sheet 
Notice of Federal Funding Availability 

  
The Senior Companion Program provides grants to qualified agencies and organizations for the 
dual purpose of engaging persons 55 and older, particularly those with limited incomes, in 
volunteer service to meet critical community needs; and to provide a high quality experience that 
will enrich the lives of the volunteers. Program funds are used to support Senior Companions in 
providing supportive, individualized services to help older adults with special needs maintain 
their dignity and independence. 
 
The purpose of this SCP grant funding is to establish a new SCP project in geographic areas in 
New York that are currently unserved by existing Corporation-funded SCP projects.  
 
Federal Funds Available:  The amount available for this competition is $150,172. Should 
additional funds become available prior to the award of the grant, applicants will be notified. 
 
Eligible Applicants:  An applicant must be a public agency (including state and local agencies 
and other units of government), a non-profit organization (including community-based 
organizations, both faith-based and secular), an institution of higher education, or an Indian 
Tribe. Indian Tribe is defined as a federally recognized Indian Tribe, band, nation, or other 
organized group or community, including any Native village, Regional Corporation, or Village 
Corporation, as defined under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. §1602), that 
the United States Government determines is eligible for special programs and services provided 
under federal law to Indians because of their status as Indians. Indian Tribes also include tribal 
organizations controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by one of the entities described above. This 
competition is open to all organizations that meet these eligibility requirements. Existing SCP 
grantees are eligible to apply, but must be currently complying with all programmatic and 
fiscal requirements of their grant, including on-time submission of required reports, as 
determined by Corporation, and the application must be to establish a new SCP project in an 
unserved area. 
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Service Area: All areas across New York State with the exception of Suffolk County, NYC (5 
boroughs), Erie County, Monroe County, Niagara County, Onondaga County, Madison County 
and Cayuga Co.   
 
Non-Federal Share Requirements (cash or in-kind):  10% 
A Corporation grant may be awarded to fund up to 90 percent of the cost of development and 
operation of a Senior Companion project. The sponsor is required to contribute at least 10 
percent of the total project cost from non-Federal sources or authorized Federal sources.    
 
Number of SCP Volunteer Service Years (VSY) to be supported:  30 Federal VSYs (VSY = 
1,044 hours of service per grant year)  
 

Regulations and Program Guidance 
 
Relevant Acronyms 
 Corporation for National and Community Service - CNCS 
 Senior Companion Program – SCP 
 Volunteer Service Year - VSY 
 Notice of Funds Available – NOFA 
 Request for Proposal – RFP 
 eGrants – The Corporation’s web-based grants application and management system 

Volunteer Direct Benefit Ratio - VDBR 
  
Senior Corps grant application instructions 
http://www.seniorcorps.gov/for_organizations/funding/apply.asp 
http://www.seniorcorps.gov/forms/sc_grant_app.pdf 
Important note:  Do not complete the paper grant application.  Grant applications must be 
submitted in eGrants. See instructions below. 
http://www.seniorcorps.gov/egrants/index.asp 
 
Senior Companion Program Regulations,  can be found at: 
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-
idx?c=ecfr&sid=99f8e15d953a2684bc6267b117b9713a&rgn=div5&view=text&node=45:4.1.9.1
1.33&idno=45 
 
SCP Operations Handbook: 
http://nationalserviceresources.org/sc-scp-handbook 
http://nationalserviceresources.org/senior-corps-operations-handbooks-fiscal-year-2010-annual-
supplement 
 
Other Senior Corps Resources and Information about the Corporation for National and 
Community Service 
http://www.seniorcorps.gov/  
http://www.nationalservice.gov/  
http://www.getinvolved.gov/ 
http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/ 
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Project Star for Performance Measurements assistance in writing the work plan 
http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/star/sc  and 
http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/star/sc-toolkit  
http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/star/sc-workplan-optional 
 
Legislative Background 
http://www.seniorcorps.gov/about/sc/history.asp 
 
 

Submission Date and Time 
 

The SCP Grant application must be submitted in eGrants by 
11:59 pm on July 21, 2010 

Required Attachments must be received by CNCS NY Office by  
5:00pm on the next day, July 22, 2010 

 
Applications are to be submitted using eGrants, the Corporation’s integrated, secure, web-based 
system for applications.  Please visit http://www.cns.gov/egrants/index.asp to access eGrants.  
When beginning the application, eGrants will ask you to select a NOFA.  You must select: “SCP 
2010 Quarter 4 (Year 1 of single or multi year grant)”.  Applications must be started in 
eGrants no later than May 31, 2010.   
 

 You should contact the eGrants Help Desk immediately if a problem arises while you are 
creating your account, preparing, or submitting your application.  In the event you are prevented 
from completing and submitting your application by the deadline because the eGrants system is 
unavailable or you are having technical eGrants submission issues, you must contact the eGrants 
Helpdesk at 888-677-7849 or email at egrantshelp@cns.gov , prior to the deadline to explain 
your technical issue and receive an eGrants ticket number.  You must also notify Kathleen 
Carey, State Program Specialist, at 518-431-4217 or kcarey@cns.gov. 
 

 In the event of prolonged unavailability of the eGrants system on the date of submission, the 
Corporation reserves the right to extend the eGrants submissions deadline.  In this case, applicants 
would need to submit applications via eGrants by the new deadline.   

  
If you are unable to submit your application using eGrants, a paper application along with a CD 
Rom or flash drive with an exact duplicate of your application must be received at the CNCS 
New York State Office by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on  July 14, 2010.  Applications submitted by 
fax or email will not be accepted.   
 

Corporation for National and Community Service 
New York State Office 
Leo O’Brien Federal Building 
1 Clinton Square, Suite 900 
Albany, NY 12207 
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Required Attachments 
 
Refer to the grant application instructions:  PART V. INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTACHMENTS 
(eGrants “Documents” Section), page 14. 

 
These items should be received by the CNCS New York State office no later than 5pm on July 
22, 2010.  They should be mailed to: 

 
Corporation for National and Community Service 
New York State Office 
Leo O’Brien Federal Building 
1 Clinton Square, Suite 900 
Albany, NY 12207                                                    

  
 
 

Application Information 
 
It is very important that applicants carefully follow the instructions for each narrative section 
(see above for the link to the application instructions). 
 

Work Plan Requirements 
 
 
It is strongly recommended that potential sponsors have an understanding of the mission of SCP 
and plan to incorporate a wide variety of service opportunities for SCP Volunteers.  It also will 
be critical that there be a range of volunteer opportunities that will attract a diverse group of 
volunteers.  Finally, it is strongly recommended that each applicant research trends around 
volunteer habits and design a program to engage persons 55 and older particularly those with 
limited incomes, in volunteer service to meet critical community needs; and to provide a high 
quality experience that will enrich the lives of volunteers and help older adults with special needs 
maintain their dignity and independence. 
 
Work Plans for Impact Based Activities.  Work plans with Impact Based Activities require the 
greatest amount of information, and must address the activities, volunteers, and volunteer 
stations that are intended to make an impact on an identified community need. These are 
commonly called “impact based work plans.”  The paper version of the Senior Corps grant 
application, Part IV, Section A. “Work Plan for Impact-Based Activities” provides instructions 
for these work plans. 
 
At least 90% of all SCP Volunteers must be involved in impact-based activities. 
 
Grantees must prepare a separate work plan for each service category identified.  They must: 

 Select the appropriate Service Category 
 State the number of volunteer stations contributing  

Page 4 of 8 



May 2010  

 State the total number of volunteers providing services related to the selected Service 
Category. 

 
Grantees must complete all six elements for each work plan: 

 Community Need; 
 Service Activity; 
 Anticipated Input; 
 Anticipated Accomplishment/Output with Indicator, Target, and How Measured; 
 Anticipated Intermediate Impact/Outcome with Indicator, Target, and How Measured and 
 Anticipated End Impact/Outcome with Indicator, Target, and How Measured.  

 
For explanations of these elements, refer to the Senior Corps Toolkit: Performance Measurement 
Toolkit at: http://www.nationalserviceresources.org/star/sc-toolkit . 
 
Grantees are required to report on all three results elements (outputs, intermediate outcome and 
end outcome) for each work plan as well as the number of volunteers and volunteer stations 
contributing to performance of all work plans through the Project Progress Report in eGrants. 
 
Performance Measures Work Plans 

a)  Performance Measures Work Plans are a subset of the applicant’s total Work Plans. 
b)  Applicants must propose a minimum of 3 performance measures of which one must 
be an Accomplishment/Output, one must be an Intermediate Impact/Outcome and one 
must be an End Impact/Outcome. The applicant may propose more than 3 if desired.  

 
We suggest identifying one (1) work plan that will be your showcase work plan and identifying 
all three performance measures in that one workplan. 
 
Volunteer Activities Not Represented in Outcome/Impact- Based Work Plans (In the paper 
version of the Senior Corps Grant Application, the instructions for these work plans are provided 
in Part IV, Section B. page 26-27) (limited to 10% of  SCP volunteers). (This is usually used in 
limited cases for SCP.) Volunteer opportunities not included in impact-based work plans must be 
included in one or more separate work plans.   
 

For these work plans, grantees must:   
 Select the appropriate Service Category;   
 State the number of volunteer stations contributing;  
 State the total number of volunteers;  
 Provide a narrative in the Service Activity element explaining what the volunteers are 

doing.   
 The remaining elements in the work plan do not have to be addressed (enter NA in 

eGrants) 
 
Grantees are required to report on the service activities as well as the number of volunteers, and 
volunteer stations contributing to performance of all work plans on a semi-annual basis. 
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All applicant organizations are strongly encouraged to study the information on the National 
Service Resource Center from Project Star for Senior Corps programs when writing the grant 
application. 
 
 
 

Budget Information 
 
Follow the instructions provided on the application and the supplemental budget guidance 
carefully. 
Some important notes:   

 A match of 10% is required.  Usually such support is made up from sponsor funds, other 
public funds or local private support and can be either cash or in-kind.   

 SCP Volunteers are provided with cost reimbursements and other benefits.  Within the 
limits of a project’s approved budget, and in accordance with the Regulations, Section 
2551.46, and formal Senior Corps policy guidance to projects, volunteers are provided 
stipends, transportation, meals, accident and liability insurance, physicals, uniforms when 
appropriate, and recognition activities.  Cost reimbursements are budgeted as “Volunteer 
Expenses,” and the two terms may be used interchangeably.  The current stipend amount 
is $2.65 per hour. 

 The SCP regulations require grantees to conduct and document National Service 
Criminal History Checks on Senior Companions as well as grant-funded employees of 
these programs who, on a recurring basis, have access to vulnerable populations.  The 
final rule and additional information are available at the following website:  
http://www.nationalservice.gov/for_organizations/manage/history_checks.asp .  
Background checks are allowable under the Volunteer Support Expenses section of the 
budget. 

 Direct Benefit Ratio:  According to Chapter 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations “The 
total of cost reimbursements for FGP and SCP programs, including stipends, insurance, 
transportation, meals, physical examinations, and recognition, shall be a sum equal to at 
least 80 percent of the amount of the federal share of the grant award. Federal, required 
and excess non-Corporation resources can be used to make up the amount allotted for 
cost reimbursements.”  If at the end of year three of the grant’s performance period, the 
minimum Volunteer Direct Benefit Ratio requirement for the grant (80%) has not been 
met, the grant will be considered in a shortfall status and the shortfall amount of funds 
must be returned to the Corporation. 

 Notices of Grant Award incorporate the OMB Circulars defining which costs are 
allowable or not allowable for each grant.  Grantees are responsible for obtaining copies 
of these circulars, either by calling the Office of Management and Budget’s Publication 
Office at 202-395-7332, or downloading them from the OMB website, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_circulars/.  

 
 

Review and Selection Criteria 
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All applications will be reviewed by staff of the NY State Office of the Corporation for National and 
Community Service and at least one staff from another State Office in the Atlantic Region.  Applications 
will be assessed on the following criteria and weight: 
 
Program Design: 60%, including Needs and Service Activities, High Quality Volunteer Experience and 
Strengthening Communities. 
 
Management and Organizational Capacity: 25% 
 
Budget / Cost effectiveness: 15% 
 

Contact Information 
 
For questions about this NOFA, please contact  
  

Kathleen Carey, State Program Specialist 
Corporation for National and Community Service  
New York State Office 
Leo O'Brien Federal Building  
1 Clinton Ave.; Room 900  
Albany, NY 12207 
 
Phone: 518-431-4217  
Fax: 518-431-4154  
email: kcarey@cns.gov   
 
Technical assistance call for potential applicants   The Corporation State Office will 
host a technical assistance conference call on:   May 17, 2010 at 10 AM.  Potential 
applicants should send an email to NY@cns.gov to indicate their interest in 
participating on the call and to request call-in information NLT May 14, 2010. 
 
 

Grants Management Information 
 
Authorizing Legislation - The Domestic Volunteer Service Act, as amended 
http://www.nationalservice.gov/pdf/dvsa_dec99.pdf 
 
Terms of acceptance of the Grant – Applicable grant requirements include grant terms and 
conditions or provisions and other federal regulations, which appear on the Corporation's 
website.  The web address for the appropriate terms and conditions or provisions is included in 
the Terms of Acceptance of the Notice of Grant Award.  
https://egrants.cns.gov/termsandconditions/FGPSCPTandC%20Revised%2020090115.pdf 
 
Reporting Requirements:  Program and Fiscal reports are submitted via eGrants in accordance 
with the funding cycle.   
 Progress Reports are required quarterly during the first year of sponsorship, and annually 

thereafter.  Reports will be due 30 days after the end of the established reporting periods. 
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 Financial Reports are submitted on a semi-annual basis.  Reports will be due 30 days after 
the end of the reporting period, except for the final FFR for the 3 year project period which is 
due 90 days after the end of the project period. 

 
Corporation for National and Community Service Regulations concerning grants and 
cooperative agreements:  45 CFR 2541 and 45 CFR 2543. 
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-
idx?c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title45/45cfr2541_main_02.tpl 
 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_04/45cfr2543_04.html 
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