“Member” vs. “Volunteer”

We could use the word “volunteer” to describe the year of AmeriCorps service, but instead we use “member.” Member doesn’t come close to expressing what you do, but more about what you become part of…. You become part of the AmeriCorps family through your national service commitment.  Individually you have the chance to touch someone’s life; together you have the chance to make this community a better place to live.

Once all the interviewing and screening is over and the program and you agree to your commitment to AmeriCorps for one year, you have passed the point of deciding whether to try this on for size to see if you like it.  You now will be offering critical services to meet a community need.  If you drop out, these vital services will not be provided.  Make sure you understand what your tasks will be, what the expectations will be and communicate openly about any of your concerns.  

Serving is a self-chosen sacrifice.  There are times during the year when you will give more than the time you put in on your time sheet.  You will bear discomfort when you have to get up early or stay late for certain tasks.  In fact, most AmeriCorps members do not ever punch out--not even after their service term has ended.  As members you have a responsibility to show up at your site on time every day, dress and act professionally, and do your work to better the community to the best of your ability.  Volunteers in a program do not have the same level of time expectation or responsibility. AmeriCorps service is not a job, but your commitment means you will do amazing things and take pride in your accomplishments.  We are energized by you and have hope for the future because of your efforts.

What do you receive for your service to the nation? You receive your living allowance that simply helps to defray some of your fixed costs.  It may not be enough to live on and it is not a wage.  You will receive an Education Award that will assist you in meeting your educational goals. 
You will receive practical, professional experience, often outside your own areas of expertise, to grow and challenge yourself.  You will have the opportunity to share your life experience and professional know-how. 
You will network in your communities and develop new, meaningful relationships.  You may have experience recruiting, training and supervising volunteers.  You will work with adults and children who face innumerable challenges in their everyday lives. You will find new passions or express ones that have sat on the shelf for a long time.  You will have the opportunity to serve, which is a “feel good” like no other.

Everyone involved in AmeriCorps is doing great things for America.  The world is a better place because of you.

